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Council approves pubhaccess reforms

Acting on the recommendations of Councilmembers Donna Frye and Carl DeMaio, the San Diego
City Council has adopted several reforms intended to make Council proceedings more accessible.

The reforms, approved March 2, include mandates for at least six night meetings per year, and the
selection of Council President to take place annually in early Decénafiear any newly elected
members have been seated.

Also, Tuesday Council meetings will begin with the Pledge of Allegiance. A proposal that would
have required the docketing of any item requested by three Councilmembers was not enacted, leavil
docketing to the discretion of Council President unless an item is requested by four or more member

Frye and DeMaio championed the proposals aftdrasiing a series of community meetings last
year to elicit feedback and suggestions from the public.

In addition to the reforms approved last month, several other proposed changes in Council practic

were referred to the Council s Rules, Open G
for more discussion.

filt is crucial that we continue to push for
Frye said after the March 2 meeting. AThe che

forward to the next round of reformsinourogpm ver nment ef forts. o
For more information on the Council reforms adopted and proposed, visit the District Six Web site
http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd6/

Navy replacing fuel plpellne In MV Preserve

Navy contractors are digging up and replacing corrod: , |
segments of a jdtiel pipeline that traverses the San Dieg J
River and the Mission Valley Preserve. -

The underground pipeline, which is 8 inches in diame iy
and extends from the Naval Base Point Loma to the Mire
Marine Corps Air Station, was laid more than 50 years a
It runs northsouth across the western part of theabge
nature preserve east of Interstate 5 and is buried 7 feet
the bedrock of the San Diego River.

Navy officials and their civilian contractors said the
pipeline is checked a minimum of every five years
internally and externally, and that no fuel leaks have beg
detected in or near the river. However, they said 15
segments of pipe totaling 16.5 miles have deteriorated td\#e contractors used pile drivers to install steel
extent that they had to be replaced to maintain their ~ Plates intended to keep runoff away from a section
integrity. of pipeline being replaced near the San Diego river.

Fuel flows were shut down more than six months ago for the repairs, contractors said.

The pipe section being replaced in the Mission Valley Preserve is about 200 feet in length, between Fria
Road and the riverés north bank. Work began in

The project is being closely monitored by archaeologists and biologists, said Shawn McGee, senior
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Navy replacing pipeline

(Continue from Page 1)

inspector for the Navybds general contractor, Campos EPC of
sure the work- which includes loud pil@riving and other heavy equipmend o es not har m t he prherser ve
protected species, whose nesting season typically begins ianich.

Work in that area had been scheduled to begin in December and be done by now but was delayed, McGee said. A Navy liaison
said 12 of the 15 sectional repairs have been completed.

Asserting that the pipe repairs were urgently needed to prevent leakage, the Navy obtained clearances several noonths ago fr
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board and Ss
Councilmember Frye did not learn of the project until after construction in the preserve was under way.

Myra Hermann, a Development Services senior environmental planner, said the federal project is exempt frowtipatzid
review provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act. She said the Navy assured the city it would provide peiigtd de
the San Diego River Park Foundation, a4poafit organization that coordinates rivienprovement projects and programs with the
city, regional agencies and environmental groups.

Council member Frye first | earned of the project whamh t he
4 meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group. Fryebds sta
Chris zirkle, San Diego Park and Recreation Department deputy director, apologized for not providing the council district a

Afcourtesy noticeo before any work got under way.

AiFrom a regulatory perspective thereds no notice dthequi r el

i mportance of this project to your office. 0

OHVD &ROOHJHYV QHZ SDUNLQJ V

Relief has finally arrived for parkingtrapped Mesa College as a
1,100space parking structure on the east side of campus officially
opened on March 11 to great fanfare.

Nearly 20 years in the making, the $8illion structure will ease
parking pressure on residential streets around the 23f0dent

“facility, which straddles the boundary of Linda Vista and Clairemont.
Construction was funded by a votgoproved bond.

i | grateful to the planning groups from both Linda Vista and
Clairemont who worked cooperatively with the City Council and the
(Community Coll ege) Disctttmg ct , 06 Frye said at the ri
ceremony.

The parking structure houses@wcampus police station and one
of two new MTS transit stops slated to open later this year at Mesa.

College officials- including President Rita Cepeda, district board
President Rich Grosch and Chancellor Constance Carmibudly
noted that the structure is expected to get the highest certification

from the U.S. Green Building Council s Leadership
Environmental Design (LEED) program.
Environmentf r i endl y features include the structureds L

natural light; recycled materials for interior finishes, concrete and
masonry; ultreefficient heating and aiconditioning; lowwater
landscaping; rooftop solar panels; and parking for alternétiske With other dignitaries looking on, Councilmenmber

vehicles to be used by campus police. JU\H KDLOHG WKH RSHQLQJ RI OHVD &F
environmentally advanced parking structure



