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II.

II1.

This Information Bulletin describes the proce-
dures and required permits for demolishing or
removing buildings or structures located in the
City of San Diego. For more detailed information
see Land Development Code Section 129.0501.
Copies of the Land Development Code are avail-
able through our web site, or may be purchased
at the Development Services Center, 1222 First
Avenue.

WHEN IS A PERMIT REQUIRED?

A permit is required for the demolition/removal
of all structures except those exempted per Land
Development Code Section 129.0503. Even
though a demolition/removal permit may not be
required, separate permits and/or approvals may
be required for demolition/removal of structures
or buildings that are historic, potentially historic
or located in special zones or districts. You must
contact the Development Services Department
at 1222 First Avenue, third floor, or phone (619)
446-5000 prior to demolition.

In addition, demolition permits will not be issued
on a property where a development permit (Neigh-
borhood Use Permit, Neighborhood Develop-
ment Permit, Conditional Use Permit, Variance,
Coastal Development Permit, Site Development
Permit, or Planned Development Permit) is also
being processed by the City. Demolition permits
will not be issued until a decision has been made
by the appropriate decision maker in accordance
with the Land Development Code.

All open plumbing and sewer lines must be
capped in an approved manner whether a de-
molition permit is required or not. No permit is
required for the capping of the sewer.

YOUR OPTIONS FOR SERVICE
Appointments are available for more efficient ser-
vice. Appointments may be scheduled in person
at, 1222 First Avenue, third floor, or by phone at
(619) 446-5300.

Demolition/removal permits may be issued with-
out an appointment. Begin the permit process by
going to the Check-In counter, 1222 First Avenue,
third floor.

FORMS TO COMPLETE
A. General Application: All demolition/re-
moval permits require the completion of a Gen-

Documents referenced in this
Information Bulletin:

California Building Code

General Application, (DS-3032)

Information Bulletin 119, Requirements for
Recycling and Disposal of Construction and
Demolition Debris

Parcel Information Checklist (DS-302)

Hazardous Material Questionnaire, (DS-3163)

eral Application (DS-3032). Instructions for
completing the application are on the reverse
side of the application. This form is available
at the Development Services Center, by fax,
mail or through our web site.

In the description of work include the year the
structure was originally constructed, number
of building stories, the building square footage,
and, if residential, the number of bedrooms.

Note: A contractor with an A or a C-21 class license

may be issued a demolition permit. A contrac-
tor with a B-1 class license may be issued a
demolition permit if that contractor’s name
appears on a current construction permit for
the site. An owner-builder may also be issued
a demolition permit.

B. Parcel Information Checklist DS-302
The information on the Parcel Information
Checklist will be evaluated to determine the
appropriate level of review. This form must be
completed for staff review, before a permit is
issued.

C. Hazardous Materials Questionnaire: A
Hazardous Materials Questionnaire (DS-3163)
is required when a commercial structure or
building is being demolished. It is necessary
to know whether asbestos is in the building
to complete this questionnaire. This form is
available at the Development Services Center,
by fax or by mail.

D.Storm Water Requirements: The pro-
posed demolition project may be subject to
permanent construction of storm water best
management practice requirements. Complete
the Storm Water Requirements Applicability
Checklist and submit with the permit applica-
tion.

Printed on recycled paper. Visit our web site at www.sandiego.gov/development-services.
Upon request, this information is available in alternative formats for persons with disabilities.
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http://sandiego.gov/development-services
http://www.iccsafe.org/e/prodcat.html?catid=C-A-CA&pcats=ICCSafe,C,C-A&stateInfo=chjkQbbczbcZNeai1217|20
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/industry/pdf/infobulletin/ib119.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/industry/pdf/forms/ds302.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/industry/pdf/forms/ds3032.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/industry/pdf/forms/ds3163.pdf
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Iv.

REQUIRED NOTIFICATIONS AND
APPROVALS

In addition to the forms above, you may need the
following items in order to obtain your demoli-
tion permit.

1 A. Gas and electric service: A Certificate of
Discontinuance of Service for each building to
be demolished is required from San Diego Gas
& Electric Company. San Diego, Gas & Electric
Company. For demolition sites located west of
Interstates 15 and 805, call (619) 230-7800. If
the demolition site is east of interstates 15 and
805, call (619) 411-3969.

1 B. Telephone service: A Notice of Service
of Discontinuance of Service for each building
to be demolished is required from SBC, (619)
266-4683.

1 C. Coastal Commission Approval: For
structures located in the Coastal Zone, ap-
proval from City of San Diego Development
Services or from the State of California
Coastal Commission is required. Contact
the Development Services Department at
(619) 446-5000 to determine the coastal juris-
diction for your project.

d D. San Diego Unified Port District: An
approval stamp from the Port District on a set
of plans is required for demolition or removal
of structures located within the Port District.
The stamp must show the Port District Permit
number and the Coastal Development Permit
number. Contact the Property Engineering
Office of the Port District, (619) 686-6364.

1 E. Special zoning districts: Contact De-
velopment Services, 1222 First Avenue, (619)
446-5000 to determine both demolition and
development regulations at the site.

1 F. Historical Review: For all structures
proposed to be demolished, the City must de-
termine if a site-specific historical resources
survey is required. Based on photographs of
the site and each building facade, records of
building permits or sewer and water permits,
and the Building Record from the County of
San Diego Assessor’s Office, provided by the
applicant, City staff will determine if a site-
specific survey is required. Please call (858)
505-6262 to verify where your Building Record
information is located. If your project received
prior discretionary approval, please submit
a copy of that approval only. No additional
building record information is needed. Contact
Development and Permit Information at (619)
446-5000 for more information.

0 G. Historical sites: No permit for the demoli-

tion, substantial alteration, or removal of any
building, structure or site listed in the register
of historic sites can be issued without a review
by the Historic Site Board. Exception: The
City Manager may determine that demolition,
removal or substantial alteration is necessary
in the interest of the public health, safety or
general welfare.

Trees, plants or other major landscaping cannot
be removed from any property designated as an
historic site without the prior approval of the
City Manager. Contact the Land Development
Review Division, 1222 First Avenue, (619) 446-
5460, for further information.

H. Service stations: A permit for removal
of underground fuel storage tanks is required
from the San Diego Fire Department, Tech-
nical Services, (619) 533-4477.

A permit is required from County of San Diego
Department of Environmental Health, (619)
338-2222.

If the excavation or the embankment (fill) ex-
ceeds 5-feet in depth, exceeds 200 cubic yards,
or is located in the public right-of-way, a grad-
ing permit may be required. Soil remediation
by removal and replacement may also require
a grading permit. Contact the Land Develop-
ment Review Division at (619) 446-5280 to
determine if a grading permit will be required.
If the tank removal is to install new tanks to
replace the existing tanks, no grading permits
are required.

I. Buildings with wells or septic tanks:
An inspection is required from the County
of San Diego Department of Environmental
Health for demolition of any building on
property which has a well or septic tank.
Contact County Environmental Health Ser-
vices, (619) 441-4030.

J. All demolition; and renovation of any
buildings with asbestos: Written notice
of all demolitions, and of most renovations
where asbestos is present, must be given to the
County Air Pollution Control District (APCD),
and a Hazardous Materials Questionaire (DS-
3163) must be approved by the APCD before
a permit will be issued, unless the demolition
or renovation involves a residential building
having four or fewer dwelling units. Demoli-
tion of multiple residential buildings, regard-
less of the number of dwelling units, must
also obtain APCD approval as required by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Specifically, each owner or operator of a demo-
lition activity (including the wrecking or taking
out of any load-supporting structural member



http://arcc.co.san-diego.ca.us/arcc/default.aspx
http://www.sandiego.gov/fireandems/
http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/deh/
http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/deh/
http://www.sdapcd.org/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/
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of a facility and related handling operations,
or the intentional burning of a building), and
any owner or operator of a renovation activity
that involves material that contains asbestos
and can be crumbled or will be subjected to
sanding, grinding, cutting or abrading, must
provide the APCD with written notice of the
demolition or renovation activity at least ten
working days in advance of the demolition
or such renovation. A notification form can
be obtained by contacting the APCD at (858)
586-2660 or at the APCD website, located at
http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/asb/asbestos.
html.

Renovation involving small amounts of asbes-
tos-containing material (less than 160 square
feet, and less than 260 linear feet on pipes,
or less than 35 cubic feet where the length or
area cannot be measured) is exempt from this
notification requirement. Demolitions are not
exempt even when asbestos is not present.
However, demolition or renovation of residen-
tial buildings having four or fewer dwelling
units is exempt from this notification require-
ment.

Removal of asbestos prior to demolition or
renovation, as well as disposal of asbestos-
containing material, is subject to stringent
requirements for the public’s safety.

If you are not trained in asbestos removal
safety, you should contact the APCD and learn
all requirements before initiating demolition
or renovation

K. Buildings and structures over three
stories high or 36 feet in height: No demo-
lition permit can be issued until the applicant
provides evidence that a separate permit has
been obtained from the Industrial Relations
Department of the State of California
(CAL/OSHA), (619) 767-2280 (appointment
necessary).

L. Completion of work bonding: When
the structure being demolished is over 6000
square feet, a surety bond, cashier’s check, or
cash in the amount of $10,000 must be depos-
ited with the City of San Diego. Surety bonds
must be on a form available from the Devel-
opment Services Center, (619) 446-5000. The
bond will be released by the Field Inspector
after final inspection of the work. The bond
will be returned in approximately six weeks.
For questions regarding bond release, call
(619) 446-5333.

M.Insurance requirements: A Certificate
of Insurance is required for public liability
in the amount of not less than $50,000/one
person, $100,000/more than one person, and

for property damage in the amount of not less
than $5,000 per occurrence.
If required, proof of workers’ compensation
insurance must be provided.

FEES

A. Demolition Removal Permit Fees

These fees are charged to cover the costs of the
review of a building demolition or removal to
ensure compliance with applicable City of San
Diego regulations. These fees also cover the
pre-demolition inspection and the inspection to
ensure the lot clean-up, sewer cap and utility
disconnects after the building is demolished or
removed.

ISSUANCE TEE. ..o $22
Mapping fee .....oovevveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaens $10
Demolition/Removal Permit fee................. $177
Pre-Demolition inspection fee.................... $99/hr
Storm Water Fee .........ccooovvvevviiiiiiieine, $289

A fee for one hour will be assessed at issu-
ance.Additional charges may be assessed by
the inspection office.

The demolition/removal permit fee, bond, public
liability and property damage insurance can be
waived when the structure (not more than two
stories in height) is declared by a government
authority to be unsafe or a public nuisance. A
copy of the letter of declaration must be presented
when applying for the demolition permit. Work-
ers’ compensation insurance requirements still
apply even if fees are waived.

REGULATION SUMMARY
Additional regulations that apply to demolition
permits include:

A. Expiration of Permit: The permit will
expire if the work authorized is not started
within 60 days and is not completed within 90
days. One 60 day extension may be granted
if work is delayed for reasons beyond the
permittee’s control. Application for extension
must be made in writing prior to the expira-
tion of the permit to Development Services ,
1222 First Ave., Mail Station 301, San Diego,
CA 92101-4153.

B. Disposal of demolition debris: When
recycling is not feasible, all removed dirt,
rock, building materials and debris must be
transported in a lawful manner to an approved
landfill. Reusing and recycling demolition de-
bris is encouraged. For a list of construction,
demolition and yard waste recycling companies
or scrap metal recycling colletion companies.
Contact the City of San Diego Environmental
Services Department, at (858) 694-7000, or



http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/asb/asbestos.html
http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/asb/asbestos.html
http://www.sdapcd.org/index.html
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www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services.

The City of San Diego and Environmental
Services Department is expected to enact a
Construction and Demolition Debris Diver-
sion Deposit Program beginning in July 1,
2008. This program will encourage recycling
demolition debris by establishing a fee deposit
account. Contact Development Services or
Environmental Services for current status of
this program.

C. Inspections:

1.

Pre-demolition inspection: A pre-de-
molition inspection must be made before
any work is started to determine the need
for protection of pedestrians, public prop-
erty, and public utilities as defined by the
California Building Code. Exception: If the
distance from the building to any public
right-of-way is greater than the height of
the building, no pre-demolition inspection
is required. Call (858) 581-7111 for Field
Inspection after the permit has been pur-
chased and before work has started.
Pedestrian protection: Protection for
pedestrians may be required before demoli-
tion can begin. This protection can be a rail-
ing, fence and/or canopy, depending on the
distance from the demolition to pedestrians.
See Table 33-A to determine if your project
will need pedestrian protection.

A traffic control permit is required when
erecting barricades and pedestrian protec-
tion in the public right-of-way. Phone (619)
446-5150 for information.

Table 33-A

Pedestrian Protection/California building code

Distance From

Height of . Protection
Construction Construction Required
(x304.8 for mm) q
8 feet or less | Less than 6 feet Railing
6 feet or more None
More than Less than 6 feet Fence and
8 feet canopy

6 feet or more, but no more | Fence and
than one-fourth the height of | canopy
construction

6 feet or more,, but between | Fence
one-fourth to one-half the
height of construction

6 feet or more, but exceed- None
ing one-half the construction
height

3. Sewer cap inspection: Call for a sewer

cap inspection, (858) 581-7111, after the
capping has been completed and before the
caps are covered. The sewer line must be
capped on private property within 5 feet
of the property line. An approved no-hub,
clamp-type coupling with cap, or other ap-
proved capping device, is required. Concrete
fill is not acceptable. It is recommended
that this inspection be made while the de-
molition work is in progress.

. Underground fuel storage tank re-

moval: Approval is required from the San
Diego Fire Department, (619) 533-44717.
Fuel storage tanks must be filled in an ap-
proved manner or removed and the result-
ing excavation backfilled and compacted
to 90 percent density. If the tanks are re-
moved and the excavation backfilled, a soils
compaction report must be submitted to
and approved by the Field Inspector (858)
492-5070 (information) and (858) 581-7111
(to schedule inspections.)

. Backfill of septic tank, seepage pit,

cesspool, cistern or well: This inspection
is required if a septic tank, cistern or well
exists on the property. Approval is required
from the County of San Diego Department
of Environmental Health, (619) 441-4030.

. Final inspection: Call Inspection Ser-

vices, (858) 581-7111, for a final inspection
when the demolition is complete, i.e., when
all debris has been removed from the site,
when any remaining excavations or depres-
sions have been restored to the level of the
adjacent ground, and any damage to public
property has been corrected.



http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/
http://www.sandiego.gov/fireandems/
http://www.sandiego.gov/fireandems/
http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/deh/
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